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Friends,

One of the issues confronting voters is the legalization of the death penalty. Like many issues, the death penalty can be both
very contentious and very misunderstood. It is important for Catholic voters to understand the Church’s teaching on the death
penalty and form their consciences in the light of that truth.

Our first observation is that the death penalty, although an issue dealing with human life, is not morally equivalent to
abortion. Any attempt to put these attacks on human life on the same moral footing is ludicrous. While it is true that neither is
morally permissible in our society, abortion is far more prevalent than the death penalty. There are about 1,000,000 abortions in
the United States each year while the number of executions in 2019 was 22.

Abortion is also far graver and far more serious as well. Think of it this way. Abortion is the taking of an innocent human
life. The death penalty is the taking of a guilty human life. This distinction alone demonstrates these two forms of killing are not
equal. While the taking of an innocent human life is always evil, the taking of a guilty human life may be permitted. When?

The answer, of course, is self-defense. Any individual has the right to defend themselves when they are attacked.
Additionally, if the attack is threatening enough, and there is no other way to defend yourself, then the killing of the attacker is
permitted. This right of self-defense also extends to the state, which is why police officers are permitted to shoot to kill when no
other options are available to defend the victim. It is also the basis for the Church’s theory on just wars. A country has the right
to defend itself if it is sufficiently endangered by an outside threat.

Notice how this applies to the death penalty. If the state cannot defend its citizens from a sufficiently serious criminal threat,
then, out of self-defense, the state has the right, and perhaps even the duty, to execute the criminal. Thus, the death penalty,
unlike abortion, can possibly be permitted if it is needed for self-defense. The question then becomes can our society protect
itself from criminals without resorting to taking their lives?

The answer, of course, is yes. We have an elaborate system of prisons that is fully capable of protecting us from criminal
threats in perpetuity. Naturally, some will argue that it is economically disadvantageous to keep heinous criminals in prison for
life. Wouldn’t it make more financial sense to execute them, and, perhaps, even more moral sense by putting them out of the
misery?

We will deal with these questions one at a time. Regarding the financial question, certainly it is economically advantageous to
kill the criminal rather than to incarcerate them. However, as Catholic Christians, we are not supposed to reduce human life to
an economic calculation. All human life is of inestimable value if for no other reason that Jesus Christ Himself died for it. This
also helps us understand why it might be morally beneficial to preserve the life of the criminal for as long as possible. While it is
undeniable that the immediate confrontation with death is perhaps the ultimate occasion for conversion, it is equally true that
more time also allows for more opportunities for conversion.

There are other reasons the death penalty is immoral in our society. The first is that it is not administered faitly and often
mistakes are made. In fact, DNA evidence that has only recently come into play occasionally exonerates people of crimes for
which they were previously convicted. Perhaps some innocent convicts were executed.

Additionally, socio-economic circumstances influence the likelihood of execution. The rich criminal that can afford the best
representation is far less likely to be executed than the poor criminal who cannot. There is also evidence that some ethnicities
are more likely to be executed for similar crimes than other ethnicities.

Finally, we live in a culture that loves to kill. Worst of all, we are becoming increasingly desensitized. Do we really want to
give the state another vehicle it can use to execute its citizens? I’'m not sure that the state should be trusted that completely.

In Christ, ﬁ 4 ,I [
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GENERAL INFORMATION

MASS SCHEDULES & INTENTIONS

SACRAMENT PREP

ST. FRANCIS CHURCH, HUMPHREY:

Sat, 10/10:

CONFESSIONS:
DAILY: 7:30 AM-7:50 AM (Before All Daily Masses)
SATURDAYS: Lindsay: 4:00 PM-4:45 PM
Humphrey: 4:30 PM-5:15 PM

SUNDAYS: Lindsay: 7:00 AM-7:45 AM

Leigh: 8:00 AM-8:20 AM

Tarnov: After 10:30 AM Mass
BAPTISMS: To schedule, please contact Rev. Eric Olsen.
MARRIAGE: Please contact the priest six months before
wedding in order to fulfill required wedding prep classes.

CONTACTS

5:30 PM-+Ray Wembhoff
Sun, 10/11:
10:00 AM-+Eileen Wessel

Mon, 10/12:
8:00 AM-+Joe Heimann

Tues, 10/13:
8:00 AM-L/D Ken & Jane Backes Family

Wed, 10/14:
8:00 AM-L/D +Ludwig & +Viola Wemhoff Family

Thurs, 10/15:
8:00 AM-L/D +Dale & Nell Schumacher Family

Fri, 10/16 - Grade School Children’s Mass:
8:00 AM-+Kathleen Frauendorfer

Sat, 10/17:

Pastor:

Rev. Eric OISen .......coocveeevieenieiiiieeecee e 402-923-0913
............................. esolsen@archomaha.org

Rev. Wayne Pavela......cccccccevieiinieiniieeeniennne 402-923-0913

To Submit Bulletin Information:

St. Francis Parishioners................ kmorfeld@hsfschool.org

Holy Family Parishioners...........cc.cc........ Ihfp@lhf.esu7.org

St. Mary Parishioners.................. dbrabec@frontiernet.net

St. Michael Parishioners ...... stmichaelstarnov@gmail.com
(For other parish contacts, please see the following pages.)

5:30 PM-+Doris Boesch

Sun, 10/18:
10:00 AM-+Thelma Veik

(WA): Wedding (B): Birthday

Anniversary

(A): Anniversary
of Death

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH, unpsay:

Sat, 10/10: 5:00 PM-L/D Maynard Geilenkirchen Family,
L/D Marvin & Rhoda Gilsdorf Family

Sun, 10/11: 8:00 AM-L/D Swede & Arlene Kurtenbach Family,

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER...

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Gavin Hottovy,
Keith & Julie (Werner) Frauendorfer, Shirley Pfeifer
KEEP IN PRAYER AS THEY SERVE OUR COUNTRY:

Ben Borer, Nicole Thompson, Steve Bender, Jacob Williams,
Codi Rose Fehringer, Fr. Curt Dwyer, Bryce Bartholomew,
Calvin Wiese, Doc Schumacher, Dylan Preister, John Babl,

Craig Prather, Jedd Taff, Cody Ramaekers,
Eric and Michelle Oberhauser

(Please call your parish office to add a name.)

Parishioners of Holy Family

Mon, 10/12:
8:00 AM-L/D Novotny Family

Tues, 10/13:
8:00 AM-L/D Pat Pfeifer Family

Wed, 10/14:
8:00 AM-Connie Beller, Doris Preister

Thurs, 10/15:
8:00 AM-Meyer Urban Family

Fri, 10/16:
8:00 AM-L/D Don & Margaret Moravec Family, Ceiria Davis

Sat, 10/17:
5:00 PM-L/D George & Monica Frisch Family,
L/D Jim & Viola Formanek Family

Sun, 10/18: 8:00 AM-L/D Terry Oberhauser Family

ST. MARY, LeiGH:

Sun, 10/18:
8:30 AM-For the Parishioners of Our Cluster Parishes

ST. MICHAEL, tARNOV:

Sun, 10/18:
10:30 AM-Elizabeth Jazwick-Zakrzewski




